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“Creative Problem 
Solving”

What is Design? 



Inquiring into

Alternative Futures.

What is Design? 



“I am not predicting, 

or prescribing. 

I am describing.”



Speculative Design.

“Describing Alternative Presents & Futures”



Who Describes?

Whose Presents & Futures? 



CHL.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_E49WufhvK8


CHL.



“Khayali Pulav Pakao”: Collective ‘World-building’.



“Khayali Pulav

Pakao”: Imagining 

as materially 

doing; 

persistently over 

time. 



Fostering Plurality: Multiple Narratives, Many Forms. 



(Speculative) Co-Design Readiness is a two-way street.



Some Sense from My Rambling…

● Participatory Speculative Design is both a method, but more importantly it 

is a practice. 

● We need to figure ways to collectively “pakao khayali pulav” 

○ But – risks and implications: For whom? 

● Foster Plurality

● (Speculative) Codesign Readiness is a two-way street. 



A Quick Activity: World-Building.

● Write down the most interesting conversation you had during the ice-

breaker. 

○ Be specific. Try to add also nuances of the context – the ‘atmosphere’ around you 

when you had this conversation.

● Imagine an alternative world. 

○ Choose one of the two prompts:

■ Co Design Academy @ CHI 2024

■ Co Design Academy @ AfriCHI 2028

● Re-narrate (& write) the conversation – assuming the same people having 

the conversation. 

○ What could change: Atmosphere? Infrastructure? Agenda? Motivation? Relationship?
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